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Practice Areas
♦ Car Accidents

Driving with Your Cell Phone in Hand May
Soon Land You a Traffic Ticket
Possible Changes to Georgia
Cell Phone Laws Will Require
Drivers to Use Hands-Free
Technology When Using
Their Cell Phones

♦ Workers’
Compensation
♦ Semi-Truck
Accidents
♦ Wrongful Death &
Fatal Accidents

It’s been almost eight years since laws
were passed in Georgia prohibiting
drivers from texting while driving. Despite
the enforcement of this law, the number
of cell phone-related accidents continues
to rise year after year.

FREE BOOK!

In the Community

FREE Driving Courses for Teenagers in Douglasville!
The Douglas County Sheriff’s Department offers free driving courses
for youths in Douglas County in an effort to reduce accidents.
The Douglas County Sheriff’s Department has
stepped up to address the growing number of teenrelated car accidents in Douglas County. They now
offer a free program called C.A.R.E. (Combined
Accident Reduction Efforts), that is offered to local
teenagers, ages 15-18, who are currently enrolled
in high school.
The program is instructed by certified Douglas
County Deputies, and is designed to provide teenagers with the skills to obtain their driver’s
license, and be safer drivers. Although the program does not satisfy Joshua’s Law requirements,
the instruction received will be more valuable to young drivers in real-life driving situations. The
course includes 80 hours of student training, and covers defensive driving, Georgia Traffic Laws,
driver simulator training, and accident avoidance maneuvers. For more information, you can
contact Sergeant Donna Morris at 770-920-3924 or dmorris@sheriff.douglas.ga.us.

MISTAKES TO
AVOID AFTER AN
AUTO ACCIDENT

If you’ve been
in a car
accident - don’t
jeopardize your
chances of
getting a fair
settlement!
Get this free
book today to
learn more.
JUST TEXT
“ACCIDENT” TO

334-223-4640

To combat this deadly trend, the Georgia
General Assembly approved House Bill
673, a more restrictive law that would
require drivers to use hands-free technology when using cell phones and
other electronic devices. However, “hands free” isn’t quite as clear cut as it
sounds. Assuming Governor Nathan Deal signs the bill, here is a look at
what would and would not be allowed:
WHAT WILL NOT BE ALLOWED?

 Holding or supporting, with any part of the body, a wireless





telecommunications or stand-alone electronic device (like an iPod).
Writing, sending or reading any text-based communication, including a
text message, instant message, e-mail, or internet data while holding
your device.
Reaching for a device if it means you’re no longer in a seated, driving
position or properly restrained by a seat belt.
Watching a video or movie other than watching data related to the
navigation of your vehicle (i.e., your mapping app or GPS screen).
Recording a video.
Continued on page 2….
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(Continued) Driving with Your Cell Phone in Hand May
Soon Land You a Traffic Ticket

Cabin Fever Roasters’ New Spot
on Douglas Blvd is a Hit!

WHAT WILL BE ALLOWED?

Cabin Fever Roasters reopened its doors on
Douglas Boulevard, and their customers say it’s
even better than before!

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Speaking or texting while using hands-free technology.
Using a GPS system or mapping app.
Wearing and using a smart watch.
Using an earpiece to talk on the phone.
Using radios, CB radios, CB radio hybrids, commercial two-way radios, subscriptionbased emergency communication devices, prescribed medical devices, amateur or ham
radios and “in-vehicle security, navigation or remote diagnostics” systems.

WHAT EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE? There are circumstances where you can handle an
electronic device while driving:
Reporting a traffic accident, medical emergency, fire, a crime or delinquent act or a
hazardous road condition. You can also use your hands if you’re lawfully parked (not at a
stoplight – “lawfully” means off or beside the road in an area open to parking).
• Some people are exempt from the hands-free requirement if they’re performing official
duties: police, firefighters, emergency medical personnel, ambulance drivers, other first
responders and utility employees or contractors responding to a utility emergency.
•

Recipes from Readers Heather’s One-Pan Chicken Burritos
Prep: 10min | Cook: 20min | Serves: 4-5

Earlier this month, Cabin Fever Roasters moved their
location to 7475 Douglas Boulevard, and it has made a big
difference. According to one of the owners, Rick, the coffee
shop “did a week’s worth of business in the first two days of
opening.”
The new location is double the size of the old coffee shop,
and will offer roasted coffee from up to 30 different regions.
You can try any of these drinks for free when you order
a sandwich during the month of May!

Giving Back

Any Drink Free!
With Purchase of Sandwich

Expires 05/31/18
Mon—Thur: 7:30am to 10:00pm
Fri & Sat: 7:30am to 11:00pm
Sun: 8:00am to 5:00pm

(678) 247-8862
7475 Douglas Blvd,
Douglasville, GA 30135

Murphy Law Firm’s Scholarship

Ingredients
• 1lb boneless skinless chicken breasts,
diced to bite-size

• 1/2 tsp of chili powder

• 3 tbsp of olive oil

• 2 1/2 cups of chicken broth

• 1/4 cup of diced yellow onion

• 2 cups of cheddar cheese

• 1 cup of uncooked long grain rice

• freshly diced tomatoes

• 14.5 oz can diced tomatoes drained

• diced green onions

• 1 15 oz can black beans drained &
rinsed

• sour cream

• 1/2 tsp of garlic powder

For three and a half years, Cabin Fever Roasters made a
name for itself in downtown Douglasville as “a home away
from home” for great coffee and catching up with friends.
However, traffic and limited parking on Hwy 78 made it
difficult for patrons who wanted to stop by more frequently.

Program Kicks Off 2018 with a $250 Award

• 1 tsp of cumin

• guacamole

Directions:
1. Sauté onions in 2 tbsp of olive oil until softened. Season diced chicken with 1 tsp
salt and 1/2 tsp black pepper.
2. Add chicken to pan. Cook over med-high until chicken has started to brown.
Move chicken to one side of pan. On the other side, add 1 tbsp olive oil and
sauté uncooked rice for about 2 min.

We want to congratulate
Angel Robbins, our first
winner of our “Reach Your
Dreams” scholarship.
This Month’s Recipe is from
Heather in Douglasville:
“This is one of my favorite one-pot
recipes. It’s simple, delicious,
quick, and easy to clean up. My
husband and kids loves this meal.
I hope you enjoy it too!”

3. Stir in black beans, canned tomatoes, chicken broth, garlic and chili powder, & cumin. Bring to a simmer, cover and reduce
heat to low. Cook about 20 min, or until rice is tender. Season with salt and pepper to taste.
4. Sprinkle with cheese, re-cover and let sit for 2-3min off heat to melt cheese. Garnish with fresh tomatoes, green onions, sour
cream & guacamole.

Send Us Your Recipe for a $10 Gift Card E-mail the recipe to: marketing@murphylawyer.com

Since the start of our
program,
hundreds
of
students
have
applied.
Angel stuck out as a hardworking student, who has
managed to keep excellent
grades despite having different jobs, and working to
open her own photography company.
After receiving her scholarship for her accounting
classes she said, “I appreciate Murphy Law Firm for
giving me this opportunity. Every little bit helps.” We
wish Angel the very best at Georgia Highlands College!

To All 2018 High School
Seniors in Douglas County

You Could Win a
$500.00 Scholarship!
There is Still Time to Enter!
For Rules and Contest Entry,
Go To: LikeMurphyLaw.com

