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Jury Trials Underway Again 
in Douglas County
We have all grown up with a clear understanding that every American citizen has the 

right to a jury trial and, until 2020, it seemed impossible that anything could interfere 

with this fundamental principle 

of the United States Constitution. 

Then COVID-19 made its way onto 

the World stage and impacted on 

our lives in ways we could never 

have imagined.

Last year, the state of Georgia 

suspended jury trials in March 

2020 in order to protect citizens 

from the risks of the pandemic. 

Jury trials resumed briefly in 

October but, by December, 

concerns about growing Covid 

infection rates prompted Georgia Chief Justice Harold Melton to introduce a second 

suspension. For almost an entire year, residents of Georgia who have been awaiting jury 

trials have been facing serious delays in the dispensation of justice.

Thankfully, for the accused, their victims and the families of everyone involved, 

last month, Melton ordered that the suspension of jury trials was being lifted. This 

prompted Douglas County Chief Superior Court Judge David T. Emerson to announce 

that jury trials would resume in the county’s State Court on March 22 and in Superior 

Court on March 29. This is excellent news for anyone awaiting justice. However, the 

lengthy suspension of trials and the constraints of Covid safety measures mean that 

some parts of Georgia are facing a significant court backlog.

To combat this risk within Georgia, Chief Justice Harold Melton asked members of the 

General Assembly to pass a new bill to allow trial courts to continue suspending the 

statutory right to a speedy trial. This important right may be suspended due to judicial 

emergencies – like the one we are facing now, thanks to a backlog of jury trials as a result 

of this coronavirus. The good news for the citizens of Douglas is that, according to Racine, 

many criminal cases have been resolved through other means rather than court trials. 

This means that we are not currently looking at serious delays in this County.

Now jury trials are underway once more. There will be just one courtroom open instead 

of 3 and COVID-19 safeguards will be in place to minimize the risks to all involved. 

A further positive sign is that the vaccination program is gaining momentum so the 

American citizen’s right to a jury trial is in place as firmly as it ever was.

MURPHY’S LAW
What can go wrong, will go wrong. We can make it right.

APRIL
2021

Murphy Law Firm Hosts Road Guardians 
ASM Motorcycle Safety Course

We recently sponsored Road Guardians Accident Scene Management class in Douglas County. The class was a full 

day basic course on Accident Scene Management. We are happy to support courses like these, as they are essential 

for learning what to do in the 5-30 minute time gap between when the crash occurs and an ambulance arrives. Being 

prepared and knowing exactly what to do, and what not to do can save lives and prevent further injury.
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Mama May’s Famous 
Cinnamon Rolls
Prep: 2.5 hours | Cook: 20 min | Makes 1 Dozen

INGREDIENTS

1 package active dry yeast 1/2 cup warm water

1/2 cup milk, heated then cooled (105 to 115 ºF)
1/3 cup Crisco shortening or butter, softened 1/3 cup sugar

1 egg 1 teaspoon salt

1/3 cup butter, softened or melted 3 to 4 cups flour

2 teaspoons cinnamon 3/4 cup sugar

DIRECTIONS

Dissolve yeast in warm water and let sit for 10 minutes. Stir in cooled 

milk, 1/3 cup sugar, shortening, salt and egg. Add 2 cups of flour and mix 

thoroughly. Add 1 1/2 to 2 more cups of flour until smooth and elastic.

Place on floured board and knead 5 minutes. Place back into a large floured 

bowl. Cover and let rise for about 2 hours. You will know it is done if when 

you place finger in the middle the indentation stays.

Once ready, roll dough into a long rectangle. Spread soft butter all over the 

dough. Sprinkle 3/4 cups of sugar and cinnamon over the top of butter evenly. 

Roll up the dough starting with the long end of the rectangle.

Cut into slices 1 1/2 in thick and place in a greased pan. Let rise until double. 

Bake at 375 degrees ºF for about 20 minutes or until golden brown. Cover 

with powdered sugar glaze when cooled.

Baseball Pro, Terry Harper, 
Honored by Douglasville
When Terry Harper joined the youth baseball in the city of Douglasville, 

he never imagined it would be a defining moment in his life. Still less did 

he expect the city to rename their baseball park after him 48 years later! 

However, this is exactly what happened and the Opening Day of the baseball 

season in March 2021 provided the perfect opportunity. On this day, the 

city of Douglasville Parks and Recreation Department renamed the baseball 

field in Hunter Memorial Park in Harper’s honor.

From those first days playing for Douglasville youth baseball team, Harper moved into a 20-year professional career. He 

signed with the Atlanta Braves in 1973 and played seven seasons from 1980-86. He also enjoyed big league success with 

Detroit and Pittsburgh.

Harper said, “I was kind of surprised [about the renaming], it was not what I was expecting.” He added, “I knew they were 

going to do something, but not to that extreme. I’m really overwhelmed.” Douglasville Assistant Parks and Recreation 

Director Chris Bass spoke enthusiastically about the event, saying “We are so excited to be able to recognize local legend 

Terry Harper in this way. He has had such an impact on baseball in our community and we thought it was only fitting that we 

rename a baseball field in his honor.”

“This is where it all got started for me,” said Harper, who played youth baseball for the Douglasville Rebels. “It was great 

having my family here. I’m big on family.” After his playing days were over, Harper worked as a coach and created a nonprofit 

organization — International Sports Connection —to provide support to low-income youth baseball players in Douglas 

County, the Dominican Republic, and other Caribbean Islands.

Moon Shows His Douglasville 
Roots in ‘GOOD TIME’ Top 
Country Song
Douglasville’s very own Nic Cowan, now known as Niko Moon has bagged the No. 

1 slot in the Billboard Hot Country Songs chart with his single “Good Time”. Moon 

has music in his DNA thanks to his musician parents. Although his parents had left 

the music industry before they moved to Douglasville, they were both songwriters. 

Moon, a singer-songwriter, signed with Sony Music Nashville in July 2019.

Moon brings fans a thrilling “layered synthesis of his Georgia roots, pairing Atlanta-

bred hip-hop with rural-fed traditional country,” to quote the RCA Nashville news release. Music was Moon’s focus from a 

young age and he left college to pursue his chosen path. He’s nothing if not versatile though. The former champion runner 

established a real estate appraisal company after working a construction job while waiting for his music career to take off.

The break came after a booking agent signed Moon for a $200 a night. Success soon followed and he relocated to Nashville 

before signing with Sony Music Nashville. He says “Their reputations speak for themselves and their belief in me is truly 

humbling.” Moon continues by saying, “I believe that a person is only as strong as the people they surround themselves with, 

and with this team, the sky is the limit.”

Moon’s style has been described as one that embodies the “layered synthesis of his Georgia roots, pairing Atlanta-bred hip-

hop with rural-fed traditional country,” according to RCA Nashville’s news release.

“If my life was to have a sound, this is it,’ Moon says of the summery architecture in Good Time. “The way I think of it is bass 

and drums is Atlanta, and everything above it is Douglasville.”

We Recommend 
You Visit... La Salsa 
Mexican Restaurant
La Salsa is one of our favorite restaurants in 

Douglasville. They have courteous and quick service 

and the food is great. Say hello to the owner “Jose” 

from Murphy Law Firm. It’s a Spacious, colorful 

Mexican eatery offering a classic menu, plus a cantina 

with a margarita machine.

May Johnston 
Douglasville, GA

“These cinnamon rolls never 
disappoint. Sweet, hot and savory 

goodness with every bite, you 
might not stop after one!”
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Buy One Dinner
at Regular Price and

Get a Second Dinner FREE
(up to $5.00)

Not Valid on Fridays, One Coupon Per Table
Present Coupon With Newsletter At Time of Order

Valid on Hwy. 5 in Publix Shopping Center  |  Expires 7/31/2021
- - - - - - - - - - -

678-838-9198  |  3920 Highway 5 Douglasville, GA, US 30135
facebook.com/LaSalsaMexicanRestaurantDouglasville


