
Who Besides a Spouse Can 
Recover Wrongful Death 
Damages in Georgia?
When someone dies tragically in an accident the survivors are suddenly without 

someone who may have been the main financial provider or caregiver. That’s why it’s 
important to know exactly who is entitled to financial compensation from a wrongful 
death lawsuit. Who can collect? In Georgia, the deceased’s spouse, children and next of 
kin are the first on the list to be compensated from a lawsuit. 

If the decedent (the deceased) had 
no living spouse or children, other 
family members can file a lawsuit for 
compensation. Georgia lists family 
members who can recover wrongful 
death damages in descending order:

1. Spouse, Children, and Immediate 

Family Members 

2. Parents

Who Can File a Wrongful Death Claim?

Not everyone can file a wrongful death claim. A personal representative of the 
decedent’s estate needs to come forward. This person could be the executor named in 
the will or a court can appoint someone to that role. Then that representative can file a 
claim to seek damages. 

An Example

Patrick was killed on impact by a drunk driver. Patrick’s mother, Sarah, is the legal 
personal representative. She filed a wrongful death claim. Patrick’s left behind three 
children under the age of six. Sarah needs to be compensated for funeral and childcare 
expenses she incurred since Patrick’s death. The remainder of the settlement was set 
up directly for Patrick’s children in a trust.

Someone you know been in a fatal accident and you have questions 

about legal action you can take?

Call us, we are here to help you anytime. (770) 577-3020.
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Free Guide

Counseling Loved Ones 

After A Fatal Accident

If a loved one has passed 
due in a recent fatal 

accident, our free guide will 
give you guidance on how 

you and your family can get 
through this unimaginable 

and difficult time.

Get Your Free Copy at: 

MurphyLawyer.com

MURPHY’S LAW 
When things go wrong, we’ll make it right.

AUGUST 2022

For more reviews visit our website at www.MurphyLawyer.com or our  

Facebook page at Facebook.com/GeorgiaPersonalInjuryLawyer

“From start to finish it was perfect. Communication, customer service, response 
time & results!! 10/10, I would recommend them for any and everything!”

Candace H.



Free Health, Wellness & S.T.E.A.M. 

Community Fair

When:  August 27th @ 3-7pm 

Where: Boundary Water Park Gym 

 5000 Hwy 5, Douglasville, GA

Get ready for school with free health, dental, vision 
screenings, COVID vaccinations, boosters, sickle cell 
screenings, specials children’s health screenings and more! 

RED, WHITE, & BLUE - Labor Day Spectacular

When:  Sept. 3, 2022 @ 11am-7pm 

Where:  Drake Field in Peachtree City, GA

The day will be filled with a wide variety of options for 
you and your family to enjoy, including: entertainment, 
activities, shopping, food and beverages!

Mosaic: Multicultural Festival

When:  Sept 10th, 2022 @ 11am – 4pm 

Where:  Cultural Arts Center 

 8652 Campbellton St., Douglasville, GA

Enjoy the day through live performances, cultural 
authentic foods, vendors, and interactive demonstrations, 
our community contributed to create an authentic cultural 

celebration and learning experience. 

Sweetwater Baptist Church 5th Annual Car 
& Motorcycle Show and BBQ Cookoff

When:  Sat, Sept 17th @ 10am – 1pm  

Where:  Sweetwater Baptist Church 2308 

 Sweetwater Church Rd, Douglasville, GA

Win fun door prices and enjoy some of Douglasville’s 
best BBQ FREE of charge as you browse a huge variety of 
classic 5th Cars & Motorcycles. FREE Admission.

Upcoming Events in 
the Douglasville Area

2022 Film Industry Adds $4.4 Billion to 
Georgia Revenue
Georgia offers a much lower cost of filming than states such as California and New 
York thanks to the generous tax credits it adopted back in 2008. That’s how film and 
television production in the Peach State topped $4.4 billion in fiscal 2022, which ended 
in June. The previous record was $4 billion set in 2021.

We’re also proud to say that four of the top six highest-grossing movies were filmed 
in Georgia: Avengers: Endgame (#2), Spider-Man: No Way Home (#3), Black Panther 
(#5), and Avengers: Infinity War (#6).

Georgia was also recently home to: Season Four of Netflix’s “Stranger Things,” Netflix 
hit “Ozark,” HBO Max’s “The Staircase,” Disney+’s “Loki” and FX’s “Atlanta.”

“It’s very gratifying to see the continued commitment to Georgia’s film industry through 
local investment in sound stages, support services companies, and educational 
programs throughout the state.”
- Lee Thomas, director of the Georgia Film Office

Among other things, Cinelease Studios - Three Ring has started construction on its 
$144 million studio expansion in Covington, and Capstone South Properties and 
Domain Capital Group are in Stone Mountain building the world’s first ground-up, 
LEED Gold-certified film and TV studio campus.

Fire Station 8 Celebrates New Staff and 
a $595,000 State of The Art Truck!

Station No. 8 in Villa Rica celebrated a serious upgrade when four 
new Paramedics and an Advanced EMT were added to the team 
along with a new state-of-the-art $595,000 fire truck. 

On Friday, July 29th the Douglas County Fire Department enjoyed 
the long-standing tradition of performing a ‘Wet Down/Wipe Down’ 
ceremony to officially welcome their new fire truck. 

The Fire Fighters were joined by youngsters enjoying a special 
outing from camp to help spray the new truck with water and wipe 
it down before they all pushed it as a team into the bay. 

Fire Chief Roderick Jolivette, who attended the event, was all 
smiles that day when he was quoted saying:

“It has all the bells and whistles…This will help protect our citizens. 
Getting this equipment will help boost the morale of our personnel 
and help them do their job.”

Fire Station 8, with it’s new truck and staff, are located at 
2768 Tyson Rd, Villa Rica in Douglas County.

Sunday Funday! Our New 
Family Bowling Day with 
$2 Games is Every Sunday
Thunderzone is a family entertainment facility located in Douglasville, 
Georgia. We offer activities such as bowling, arcade, laser tag and a 
virtual reality. Our in-house restaurant and bar, JR’s, features indoor 
and outdoor seating with billiard tables and corn hole. Book your next 
event with us or just stop in with family or friends.


